
Life Sunday #3 - Aging Gracefully

Note on theme of day:   In this third and final service in our series of Life Sundays, we look at the proper attitude

toward our aging.  As surely as the Lord lives, if we remain here on this earth, our bodies will age.  Therefore, let us

look to God's Word and find how we may age gracefully, showing God �s love in our lives and living out His Will for

us here on earth, ever looking forward to our heavenly home.

Opening Hymn: Lord, When Your Glory I Shall See CW 219

OR

Opening Hymn (if Chora l Sugge stion is used .): Angels from the  Realms of G lory CW 80

(Stand)

Invocation:

P: In the Na me of th e Father, 

C: Who gave us life,

P:  And o f the Son , 

C: Who won for us new life,

P:  And o f the Holy  Spirit,

C:  Who made that new life ours through faith.

C:  Amen (sung)

Confession:

P:  Children of God:  Our God demands perfection, and we fall far short.  God's Word makes it clear that

there is nothing in us which deserves anything but punishment for our imperfection.  Therefore we

have no  other op tion but to f all before o ur God  to ask for H is mercy  for the sak e of Jesus, o ur Savio r.  

C: We acknowledge our sins to You, O Lord, and we do not cover up our iniquity.  We confess our

transgr essions to Y ou, O L ord, and  You d o forgiv e the guilt o f our sins. (based on Psalm 32:5)

Hymn:  Kyrie, God Father in Heaven Above CW 266

Absolution:

P:  God o ur Father  has look ed on u s in merc y for the sa ke of Jesu s' life, death, an d resurrec tion. 

Therefore, as a called servant of  Christ,  and by His authori ty,  I forgive you all  your sins in the name

of the Fath er and o f the Son  and of th e Holy S pirit.

C: Amen (sung)

Response:

P:  Rejoice in the LORD and be glad, you righteous; sing, all you who are upright in heart! (Psalm 32:11)

C:  Hymn - When All Your Mercies, O My God CW 259 v.1&3

When a ll your mercies, O m y God, M y waking so ul surveys,

Transported with the view, I �m lost In wonder, love, and praise.

Through ev �ry passing phase of life Your goodness I � ll pursue

And after death, in distant worlds, The glorious theme renew.

Prayer:

P:  Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, You have given us life, in all its many stages.  We praise You for all facets of life,

health and sickness, strength and weakness, youth and old age.  Grant us a spirit that sees Your

goodness in every success and struggle in our lives, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and

reigns w ith You  and the H oly Spirit, on e God, n ow and  forever.  



C:  Amen (sung)

(Be Seated)

The Word: (without choir anthem)

The Psalm of the Day - Psalm 16 CW p. 68

First Lesson - 1 Kings 2:1-4

Response - Lord of Ou r Growing Y ears CW 5 07 v. 4

Second Lesson - 1 Thessalonians 4:12-18

Response - Lord of Ou r Growing Y ears CW 5 07 v. 5

Gospel - John 11:17-27

Response - Praise be to You , O Christ  (Sung)

The Word: (with choir anthem is used)

First Lesson - 1 Kings 2:1-4  

The Psalm of the Day - Psalm 16 CW p. 68

Second Lesson - 1 Thessalonians 4:12-18 

Choir Anthem - Lord W hen Yo ur Glory  I Shall See .*

Gospel - John 11:17-27 

Response - Praise be to You , O Christ  (Sung)

Hymn:  O Light of Gentile Nations CW 78

Sermon

Creed: We All Believe in One True God CW 271

Offering

(Stand)

Prayer of the Chu rch: 

[This pra yer can b e prayed  responsiv ely with the c ongreg ation or th e Scripture  read by o ne pasto r or reade r with

the responsive petition read by the pastor conducting the liturgy (preferred).  The Scripture readings can be read

facing the  congre gation.]

P: Our Father in Hea ven has given us the privilege of doing H is will as reflectors of our Savior's 

perfection.  He has revealed how we can show our thanks to Him in His Word.  As we pray, we look at

His will and respond with ou r prayers.

P:  Acts 17:24-25  The God  who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth 

and doe s not live in temp les built by hand s.  And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed 

anythin g, becau se he him self gives all m en life and  breath an d every thing else. 

C:  Heavenly Father, You have given all men life and breath and everything else.  Forgive us when 

we forget that and foolishly and futilely attempt to take control of our lives away from You.

Give to us the  ability to be ever th ankful for the g ift of life that You ha ve seen fit to give u s.

P: 1 Corinthians 10:13  And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But

when  you are  tempted , he will also p rovide a w ay out so  that you c an stand u p unde r it.  



C:  Loving F ather, You  also have pu t struggles and o bstacles in our lives.  H elp us to see them  as 

they are, opportunities to show our love for You.  Help us also to look to You as the one source

of strength that will pull us through every struggle.

P: Romans 5:3-5  We also rejo ice in our sufferings, because we know  that suffering produces 

persevera nce; persev erance, cha racter; and c haracter, ho pe.  5 And h ope do es not disap point us, 

because  God h as poure d out his lo ve into ou r hearts by  the Holy  Spirit, who m he h as given u s. 

C:  Savior God, You have given us Your Holy Spirit to create and strengthen faith.  Grant us the 

power to see every obstacle in our lives, every ach e and pain, every disease and illness - as a gift 

from You.  Help us realize that all those things are working for our ultimate good.  And we pray

that Yo u contin ue to giv e us opp ortunitie s to grow  in persev erance , charac ter, and h ope.  

P:  1 Peter 2:21-22  To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example,

that you sh ould follo w in his step s.   � He com mitted no  sin, and no  deceit wa s found  in his mo uth. �

C: Finally Savior God, We repent for the times when we fail at any of these things.  And we rejoice 

that Yo u saw fit in  Your lo ve and  mercy , to send u s One w ho cou ld do all the se things p erfectly. 

Your Son has lived a perfect life that we may claim His perfect record.  Your Son has lived a

perfect life that we may use His example to spur us on toward a greater appreciation for Your

commands and a greater zeal in carrying them out.  Thank You, Heavenly Father, for honoring

our rac e by send ing Yo ur Son  to win fo rgivene ss for all the  times w e don't sh ow Y our lov e in

our lives.  K eep us alw ays in him .  In His na me we  also pra y...

Lord's Prayer

(If Comm union is d esired, the ser vice wou ld continu e here from  page 2 1 in CW .)

(Be Seated)

Hymn:  In Peac e and Jo y I Now D epart CW 269

(Stand)

Prayer (sung): On Christ's Ascension I Now Build CW 1 73 v.3

Oh, grant, dear Lord, this grace to me,  Recalling your ascension,

That I may serve you faithfully,  Adorning your redemption;

And then, when all my days will cease, Let me depart in joy and peace

In answ er to my p leading .  Amen .  

Blessing:

P: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be

with yo u all.  Depa rt in peace.  

C: Ame n, Am en, Am en.  (sung)

Closing Hymn: Abide with Me CW 588

*Choral Suggestion:  Lord, When Your Glory I Shall See. (Arranged by Carl F. Schalk - Concordia 98-3226


